
ECCLR/GR/111 
 

1 

The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Marine Conservation Society 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those 
for a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, 
provide a comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in 
Scotland? 

The Marine Conservation Society agree that the principles of Sustainable Development, 
that acknowledge a sustainable economy, good governance and sound science are for the 
purpose of underpinning, achieving and ensuring a strong, healthy and just society that 
lives within environmental limits are not only a good framework but an absolute 
prerequisite. This was already the case prior to the acknowledged twin climate and nature 
emergencies, and is even more so now with the inequalities and social and environmental 
injustices further exposed by the Coronavirus pandemic. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

By almost every measure (MSFD Good Environmental Status, Sustainable Development 
Goals, CFP targets), we are exceeding environmental limits in the marine environment. The 
key barriers for delivering a green recovery include many of those that have already led to 
the acknowledged parlous state of our global, including ocean, ecosystem, much of which 
can be summarised as “business-as-usual”. Political and economic systems operate on 
short-term timescales and transformative change is urgently needed so that they are set-up 
properly to underpin long-term sustainability as enshrined in the Sustainable Development 
principles. Nature is declining globally at rates unprecedented in human history. The recent 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES) Global Assessment warned we are eroding the foundations of our lives worldwide 
by failing to protect and value nature. The Coronavirus pandemic is yet the most recent and 
harshest example of this. The report declared the current response insufficient but signalled 
that with concerted efforts to bring about “transformative change” it is not too late to restore 
and protect nature. The green recovery must be taken as an opportunity to help usher in 
and catalyse the transformative change required. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Ocean recovery should be at the heart of a green recovery and we would like to see: 
ambitious duties in law to recover the health of Scotland’s seas, including achieving and 
going beyond Good Environmental Status; completing Scotland’s Marine Protected Area 
(MPA) network, ensuring at least 30% of Scotland’s seas is highly protected, and protecting 
and managing the MPAs according to the highest international standards of best practice 
and; marine planning system that drives the recovery of nature at sea; commitment to new 
legislation to support a transition to a modern, world-leading climate and nature smart 
fishing industry, including mechanisms to transition to a new spatial management regime 
and a new vessel licencing system that promotes environmental sustainability by including 
conditions for selective and low-impact gear use and to protect and recover vulnerable and 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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ecologically important marine habitats, such as blue carbon stores; integration of the Future 
of Fisheries Management outcomes with the work package to improve protection of Priority 
Marine Features outside the  MPA network which together commit to modernising fishing, 
reduce the pressure on habitats and species, including blue carbon stores; a presumption 
against any novel industries such as mechanical kelp harvesting that impact on the 
resilience and integrity of existing blue carbon habitats, with encouragement instead of 
existing, low impact hand-gathering practices and;  innovative funding mechanisms to 
significantly ramp up investment in projects to restore marine species and habitats, 
including blue carbon stores such as native oyster reefs and seagrass beds. (Further 
details can be found in the LINK response to which we contributed and are signatories 
here).  

MCS is a founding partner with the Glenmorangie Company and University of Heriot-Watt in 
the groundbreaking Dornoch Environment Enhancement Project (DEEP) that seeks to 
restore native oyster reefs in the Dornoch Firth. Further investment in this partnership, 
including a shared ambition to unlock the native oyster supply chain to support rural and 
coastal economies and other native oyster “rewilding” projects, can contribute to a green 
and blue recovery. 

Seafood The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the importance of food security and 
short supply chains, including direct selling of seafood at piers and harbours throughout 
Scotland, and the innovation and lessons that have been learned from this experience 
should be applied to the outcomes from the Future of Fisheries Management process to 
help increase the resilience of coastal communities, including those that rely on fishing.  

Conserving and sustainable use is the underlying principle that should be the basis for all 
aquaculture development in accordance with Sustainable Development Goal 14. 
Conservation has to apply to all habitats and species that may be impacted by aquaculture 
and this translates into actions such as: comprehensive spatial mapping and planning of all 
marine activities, including areas of sensitive habitats; allocating aquaculture free zones 
where development is unsuitable; fully understanding the impact of aquaculture organic and 
non-organic pollution on surrounding habitats and species, including deposition areas, and 
a full understanding of cumulative carrying capacity of a receiving water body. Sustainable 
development has to ensure that all inputs, such as feed, going into the system are also 
sustainable, this would therefore include all fed ingredients, both marine and terrestrial. This 
is where innovation (SDG 9) and diversification (SDG 13) will come into play as new 
ingredients are sought and low carbon options are explored. As a member of Scottish 
Environment LINK’s Aquaculture Group, we welcomed the recommendations set out in the 
Salmon Interactions Working Group’s report and urge Scottish Ministers follow the advice in 
the report by adopting all recommendations and moving swiftly to implement them.  

Ocean plastic and the circular economy in order to drive down single-use plastic and 
prevent plastic from ‘leaking’ into the sea, new Circular Economy legislation and full 
implementation of the marine litter strategy is needed. MCS citizen science volunteers 
doing MCS Beachwatch surveys on Scotland’s beaches have been crucial to help gather 
the evidence base to identify the need for circular economy interventions such as the carrier 
bag charge, forthcoming Deposit Return Scheme and bans on the manufacture and sale of 
plastic-stemmed cotton buds. Our volunteers will be crucial as part of the effort to both 
clean-up Scotland’s coastline following the unfortunate and well-documented effects of 
easing the lockdown and people flocking to the beach coinciding with good weather, and 
recording the debris that they will be finding, including new items such as PPE masks. Our 

http://www.scotlink.org/files/documents/SELINK_FFM_FINAL_120719-1.pdf


ECCLR/GR/111 
 

3 

army of volunteers need project support provided by the core team operating from the MCS 
Scotland office in Edinburgh. 

Further details of the overarching need for ocean recovery and transformative policy and 
legislative change can also be found here.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a 
green and sustainable recovery? 

Third sector investment MCS Beachwatch volunteers and Seasearch volunteer divers 
donate many hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of their time recording beach litter 
and underwater habitats that have respectively supported welcome circular economy 
measures and the idenfication, designation and protection of inshore Marine Protected 
Areas, including blue carbon habitats such as maerl beds, seagrass beds, flameshell beds, 
such as can be found in Loch Carron, and kelp forests. Supporting this invaluable resource 
also requires dedicated coordination and project support capacity in the form of staff in the 
MCS team in Scotland and dedicated Seasearch coordinators in Scotland. If the ECCLR 
could recommend continued and increased support for the excellent value-for-money that 
the volunteers of MCS, and many other NGOs provide, that would be very welcome. 

Governance and compliance investment With responsibility for 61% of the domestic UK 
marine area, the capacity of marine management authorities and scientific advisory bodies 
in Scotland needs to be greater. Resource must follow need, regardless of the particular 
frameworks that are established to replace existing funding mechanisms such as the 
European Maritime Fisheries Fund. Organisations such as Marine Scotland, JNCC and 
SNH should be commended for the work they deliver with existing resources, but in order to 
deliver and administer the recommended solutions, these organisations require greater 
resource and capacity.  

Fisheries investment We need to invest in the recovery and sustainable management of 
fish stocks. There are several reports that indicate that recovering and sustainably 
managing fish stocks will result in increased profits1. The most recent, an Oceana report 
from 2018, indicated that recovering UK fish stocks to healthy levels (associated with MSY) 
would result in a 37% rise in the value of fish landings, and thousands of new jobs [iv].    

Remote Electronic Monitoring with cameras (REM) has been shown to be a cost effective 
way to supplement and build on observer data collection. WWF have shown that full REM 
costs per vessel per year are £3785 (with current EMFF grant subsidy) or £5290 (without 
EMFF subsidy)2. For the 573 over 10m vessels in Scotland (as a start), this equates to 
between £2.17 and £3.03 million.  

                                            
1 http://www.mseproject.net/downloadable/doc_download/SunkenBillionsFinal.pdf 
https://b.3cdn.net/nefoundation/e966d4ce355b7485c1_a7m6brn5t.pdf 
https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-fish-
recovery 
2 https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-

fish-recovery 
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-
10/Remote%20Electronic%20Monitoring%20in%20UK%20Fisheries%20Management_WWF.pdf 

http://uwsoxfampartnership.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/On-Target-July-2019-Web-FINAL.pdf
http://www.mseproject.net/downloadable/doc_download/SunkenBillionsFinal.pdf
https://b.3cdn.net/nefoundation/e966d4ce355b7485c1_a7m6brn5t.pdf
https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-fish-recovery
https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-fish-recovery
https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-fish-recovery
https://eu.oceana.org/en/publications/reports/more-food-more-jobs-and-more-money-uk-oceanas-recipe-fish-recovery
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-10/Remote%20Electronic%20Monitoring%20in%20UK%20Fisheries%20Management_WWF.pdf
https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2017-10/Remote%20Electronic%20Monitoring%20in%20UK%20Fisheries%20Management_WWF.pdf
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General response 

The Marine Conservation Society is a member of Scottish Environment LINK and is a 
signatory and support the LINK response to this welcome ECCLR Committee call for views. 

In 2019, international expert reports underlined the stark consequences for nature on land 
and sea due to climate change and human overexploitation of living resources. Since then, 
the Coronavirus pandemic has brought the world close to standstill, with the tragic loss of 
countless lives and economic challenges that many countries will be dealing with for years 
to come. One major realisation has to emerge from this latest crisis: understanding and 
appreciation once and for all of the fundamental role of nature, including the ocean which 
provides half the oxygen we breathe, in underpinning society. If we are to build back better 
and arrest and reverse the cycle of nature’s decline on land and at sea, the opportunity 
must be taken to lock in the transformative change needed now more urgently than ever. 


